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lomber to Reolace 


$1.75 Billion 
Sought for 
FB-111 Fleet 

Model Adapted 
From TFX Will Be 
Operational in ’68 

By ■William Q'hapman- 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

AUSTIN, Tex., Dec. 10 
The Johnson Administra- 
tion approved today the de- 
velopment of a new -fast, 
long-range bomber to re- 
place most of the Nation’s 
B-52 fleet. 

As widely expected,' the new 
plane will be adapted from the 
F-111 fighter once known as 
the TFX. It will be known as 
the FB-111. 

Secretary of Defense Robert 
S. McNamara said, the new 
strategic-tactical bomber will 
have twice the speed of the B- 
52s with about the same range 
and will first go into operation 
in 1968. 

After a meeting with Presi- 
dent Johnson at the LBJ 
Ranch, McNamara said an au- 
thorization for the full $1.75 
billion development costs will 
be sought from Congress next 
year, but declined to say how 
big an appropriation would be 
asked for the 1967 fiscal year 
budget. 

Criticism Undercut 

Thus McNamara swiftly un- 
dercut criticism levelled at him 
by some big-bomber enthus- 
iasts who charged he was plan- 
ning to gut the Strategic Air 
Command. 

The Defense Secretary had 
confirmed only Wednesday 
that two-thirds of SAC’s fleet 
of B-52s and B-58S would be 
abandoned, but made no men- 


tion / then of a replacement 
bomber. 

With a thin smile for news- 
men here today, McNamara 
said of those critics, “They 
spoke much too soon.” Then he 
laid out details of the new 
plane. 

He also indicated that his 
plan has the full support of 
military chiefs, who met with 
him and the President at the 
ranch. He said that the chiefs 
were in agreement on his 
budget plans 99 per cent of 
the way, disagreeing only , on 
some unidentified minor point. 

Budget Size Unknown 

pcNamara gave no solid 
n|ws on the size of his 1967 
b|dget. He said thaLA &. A.P.^,r- 
ecte d Gross 

smauer than in five of the last 
siK years. But he would not 
ssy what GNP projection he 
was using. 

His budget plans are based 
on his estimates of U.S. opera- 
tional needs around the world, 
McNamara added, refusing to 
say what this entailed for the 
war in "Vietnam. 

The total $1.75 billion new- 
bomber program will provide 
i 210 such planes. The first will 
become operational in 1968 
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and the full fleet in 1971, Mc- 
Namara said. 

The cost, he predicted, wRl 
be letss than would have been 
required to modify the B-52s 
that will be scrapped. The 
FB-lll’s take-off and landing 
requirements are easier to 
meet than the B-52’s so its 
basing in the continental 
United States will be easier, 
too, he added. - . . 

It will be equipped to casyy 
bo/th nuclear and conventional 
bonibs and its capacity to pen- 
etrate enemy defenses will be 
markedly greater than the 
B-52 s, he said. 

The' U.S. _ big bomber fleet 
now whsists of 680 planes and 
will dibp to 456 by the end of 
this decade under the plans 
approved today. 

I McNamara emphasized that 
i there are “no plans to elimi- 


ce B-52s 

nate bombers from our stra- 
tegic forces.” The U.S. heavy 
boniber force is four times the 
Soviet Union’s, he said. 

“I believe we wUi continue 
to, have an advantage of com- 
parable magnitocfe into the 
1970s so far as I can see,” Mc- 
Nam.ara said. 

To further mollify his con- 
gressional critics, McNamara 
emphasipd that many SAC 
b^es will be given the new 
mission: of handling the FB- 
111s. .He announced earlier 
this week that 149 bases here 
and abroad would be closed 
or decreased in size to save 
■an estimated $410 million. 

. Besides the 210 new planes, 
the long-range bomber fleet 
will consist of 255 late-model 
B-52s that will not be aban- 
doned. The Nation’s entire 
fleet of 80 B-58s will be 
scrapped. 



